BEGINNING OF INDIAN CIVILIZATION 

🏛️ What is Civilization?
· A civilization is a developed and advanced stage of human society.
· It includes cities, writing, art, architecture, religion, economy, and a stable government.
· Civilizations show a high level of cultural and technological development.
· Harappan Civilization or Indus Valley Civilization was one of the earliest civilizations in the world (around 2500 BCE).

🏙️ Town Planning of Indus Valley Civilization
· Cities were well-planned with a grid system (streets cut at right angles).
· Two parts of the city: Citadel (upper part) and Lower Town (residential area).
· Houses made of baked bricks and often had courtyards and wells.
· Some cities like Harappa, Mohenjo-daro, and Lothal show excellent town planning.

🛁 The Great Bath
· Found in Mohenjo-daro.
· A large rectangular tank used possibly for ritual bathing.
· Surrounded by rooms and had steps leading to the pool.
· Water-tight with special bricks and bitumen (a type of tar).

💧 Water Management and Drainage System
· Every house had access to water through wells.
· Advanced drainage system—drains were covered and ran along streets.
· Drains had inspection holes for cleaning.
· Houses connected to the main drains showing a concern for public hygiene.

🏯 Citadel
· A raised area built on a platform of mud bricks.
· Housed important buildings like the Great Bath, granaries, and assembly halls.
· Possibly used by priests or rulers for administration or rituals.
· Indicated a system of centralized planning and control.

🌾 Crops and Agriculture of Harappa
· Main crops: wheat, barley, peas, sesame, mustard, and cotton.
· First civilization to grow cotton.
· Used wooden ploughs pulled by oxen.
· Agriculture was supported by fertile soil and river water (Indus and its tributaries).

🔖 Seals
· Made of steatite (a soft stone).
· Carved with animals, symbols, and short scripts.
· Used for trade and identification of goods.
· Some seals have figures like unicorns, bulls, and the Pashupati (proto-Shiva figure).

⚰️ The End of Indus Valley Civilization
· Around 1900 BCE, the civilization started to decline.
· Possible reasons: 
· Floods or earthquakes.
· Change in the course of rivers (especially the Indus).
· Decline in trade with Mesopotamia.
· Invasion by foreign tribes (like the Aryans—debatable).
· Environmental changes (droughts, soil degradation).
· Cities were gradually abandoned.


